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COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 
 

DATED: July 28, 2022 

By:   
Crystal Nix-Hines (Bar No. 326971) 
Duane Lyons (Bar No. 125091) 
Mari F. Henderson (Bar No. 307693) 
QUINN EMANUEL URQUHART & 
SULLIVAN, LLP 
865 South Figueroa Street, 10th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90017-2543 
Telephone: (213) 443-3000 
Facsimile:  (213) 443-3100 
Email: crystalnixhines@quinnemanuel.com 
Email: duanelyons@quinnemanuel.com 
Email: marihenderson@quinnemanuel.com 
 
Christine W. Chen (Bar No. 327581) 
50 California Street, 22nd Floor 
San Francisco, California 94111-4788 
Telephone: (415) 875 6600 
Facsimile:  (415) 875 6700 
Email: christinechen@quinnemanuel.com 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
Mark Ridley-Thomas 
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department of the City, and approve before payment all demands drawn upon the Treasury if the 
Controller has adequate evidence that: 
  

(1)   the demand has been approved by every board, officer or employee whose approval is 
required by the Charter or ordinance; 
  
(2)   the goods or services have been provided, except that advance payment may be 
authorized by ordinance for specified categories of goods and services; 
  
(3)   the payment is lawful; 
  
(4)   the appropriation for the goods or services has been made; 
  
(5)   the prices charged are reasonable; 
  
(6)   the quantity, quality and prices correspond with the original specifications, orders or 
contracts; and 
  
(7)   any additional criteria established by ordinance have been satisfied. 

  
(b)   Notwithstanding subsection (a), the Controller shall delegate to the various offices and 
departments the duties of inspection of goods and services and approval of demands, in accordance 
with methods for inspection and approval established by the Controller, but the Controller may 
suspend the authority delegated pursuant to this subsection upon a finding of abuse of that authority 
or on a determination that the office or department lacks adequate controls to exercise that authority 
properly.  In the event of suspension of the authority delegated pursuant to this subsection, the 
Controller shall assist the office or department to achieve adequate controls and standards prior to 
reinstatement of that authority to the office or department. 
  
(c)   The Controller shall withhold approval of any demand, in whole or in part, if there is a question 
as to whether it is improper, illegal, or unauthorized, and immediately file a report with the Mayor 
and Council stating the objections to the demand.  The Council shall promptly consider the report 
and may overrule or sustain the objections of the Controller. 
  
(d)   The Controller shall keep a record of all demands on the Treasury approved by the Controller 
and of all demands to which objections have been made and overruled. 
  
  

Sec. 263.  Approval of Expenses of Controller. 

All demands for the expenses of the office of the Controller shall, before payment, be presented to 
the Mayor, who shall have the same powers as to approval or disapproval as are exercised by the 
Controller in the case of other demands. The action of the Mayor shall be subject to review by the 
Council. 
  
  

Sec. 264.  Reduction of Demand on Treasury. 

No demand upon the Treasury shall be allowed by the Controller in favor of any person or entity 
indebted to the City without first deducting the amount of the indebtedness, to the extent permitted 
by law. 
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Sec. 1070.  Rights and Due Process Procedures. 

(a)   Applicability; Rights.  As used in this section, member shall mean an employee of the Police 
Department who has peace officer status as defined in California Penal Code Section 830.1. The 
provisions of this section shall not apply to any member of the Police Department who has not 
completed the period of probation in his or her entry level position, as provided in Section 1011(a). 
Non-tenured Police officers, where otherwise entitled by law to a hearing or appeal with regard to 
proposed or imposed discipline, shall be provided a hearing or appeal under procedures promulgated 
by the Chief of Police. 
  
The rights of a member, except the Chief of Police and any other member in a position exempt from 
civil service, to hold his or her office or position and to receive compensation attached to the office 
or position is hereby declared to be a substantial property right of which the holder shall not be 
deprived arbitrarily or summarily, nor other than as provided in this section.  No member shall be 
suspended, demoted in rank, suspended and demoted in rank, removed, or otherwise separated from 
the service of the department (other than by resignation), except for good and sufficient cause shown 
upon a finding of guilty of the specific charge or charges assigned as cause or causes after a full, 
fair, and impartial hearing before a Board of Rights, except as provided in subsections (b) and (i). 
No case of suspension with loss of pay shall be for a period exceeding 65 working days. 
  
(b)   Temporary Relief from Duty; Suspension; Demotion.  After following predisciplinary 
procedures otherwise required by law, the Chief of Police may: 
  

(1)   temporarily relieve from duty any member pending a hearing before and decision by a 
Board of Rights on any charge or charges pending against the member, except that a member 
so relieved shall not suffer a loss of compensation until 30 days after the date on which the 
member was served with the charge or charges, except as provided for in subsection (q) or 
whenever the employee is temporarily relieved of duty on a new charge or charges while 
relieved of duty or serving a suspension based on a prior charge or charges.  There shall be 
a calendar priority for Board of Rights hearings when a member is subject to relief from duty 
pending a hearing. The Chief of Police in his or her sole discretion shall have the power to 
cancel temporary relief from duty, or following relief from duty, to restore the member to 
duty with or without restrictions pending hearing; or 
  
(2)   suspend the member for a total period not to exceed 22 working days with loss of pay 
and with or without reprimand, subject to the right of the member to a hearing before a Board 
of Rights as provided in this section; or 
  
(3)   demote the member in rank, with or without suspension or reprimand or both, subject 
to the right of the member to a hearing before a Board of Rights as provided in this section; 
or 
  
(4)   demote the member in rank, with or without temporary relief from duty or cancellation 
of such relief from duty, subject to the right of the member to a hearing before a Board of 
Rights as provided in this section. 
  

In the event the member suspended and/or demoted in rank under this subsection files an application 
for a hearing by a Board of Rights as provided in this section, the suspension and/or demotion shall 
automatically be stayed pending hearing and decision by the Board of Rights.  Provided, however, 
in the case of any member demoted in conjunction with a temporary relief from duty or cancellation 
of such relief from duty, the demotion shall not be stayed pending a hearing before and decision by 
a Board of Rights unless the accused specifically requests in the written application that the Board 
consider the demotion in conjunction with the appeal of the temporary relief from duty or 
cancellation of such relief from duty.  In the event that the member fails to apply for a hearing within 









 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT 1 
  





 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT 2 
  



AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY – AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER

HOLLY L. WOLCOTT
CITY CLERK

City of Los Angeles 
CALIFORNIA

OFFICE OF THE
CITY CLERK

PETTY F. SANTOS
EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Council and Public Services Division  
200 N. SPRING STREET, ROOM 395

LOS ANGELES, CA 90012
GENERAL INFORMATION - (213) 978-1133

FAX: (213)978-1040

October 20, 2021 ERIC GARCETTI
MAYOR

PATRICE Y. LATTIMORE
 DIVISION MANAGER

CLERK.LACITY.ORG

OFFICIAL ACTION OF THE LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL

Council File No.: 21-1203

Council Meeting Date: October 20, 2021

Agenda Item No.: 31

Agenda Description: MOTION (MARTINEZ - O'FARRELL) relative to the immediate suspension of 
Mark Ridley-Thomas from the Office of Councilmember of the 10th District of the 
Los Angeles City Council.

Council Action: MOTION (MARTINEZ - O'FARRELL) - ADOPTED FORTHWITH

Council Vote:

 YES Blumenfield  NO Bonin  YES Buscaino

 YES Cedillo  YES de León  NO Harris-Dawson

 YES Koretz  YES Krekorian  YES Lee

 YES Martinez  YES O'Farrell  NO Price

 YES Raman  ABSENT Ridley-Thomas  YES Rodriguez

HOLLY L. WOLCOTT
CITY CLERK

Adopted Report(s)Title
Motion (Martinez - O'Farrell) dated 10-19-21
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CITY CONTROLLER CALLS FOR FIXES TO L.A.’S
SIDEWALK REPAIR PROGRAM

(HTTPS://RONFORCALIFORNIA.COM/CAMPAIGN-
NEWS/CITY-CONTROLLER-CALLS-FOR-FIXES-TO-LAS-

SIDEWALK-REPAIR-PROGRAM/)

November 17, 2021

R E A D  M O R E 
 (H T T P S : //R O N F O R C A L I F O R N I A .CO M /C A M PA I G N - N E W S/C I T Y-
CO N T R O L L E R - C A L L S - F O R - F I X E S -T O - L A S - S I D E WA L K - R E PA I R - P R O G R A M / )

CAMPAIGN NEWS (HTTPS://RONFORCALIFORNIA.COM/CAMPAIGN-NEWS/)

OPINION: ERIC GARCETTI FAILED TO TACKLE LA’S
HOMELESSNESS CRISIS. HIS SUCCESSOR WON’T HAVE IT

EASIER.
(HTTPS://RONFORCALIFORNIA.COM/CAMPAIGN-

NEWS/OPINION-ERIC-GARCETTI-FAILED-TO-TACKLE-
LAS-HOMELESSNESS-CRISIS-HIS-SUCCESSOR-WONT-

HAVE-IT-EASIER/)

November 1, 2021

R E A D  M O R E 
 (H T T P S : //R O N F O R C A L I F O R N I A CO M /C A M PA I G N - N E W S/O P I N I O N -
E R I C - G A R C E T T I - FA I L E D -T O -TA C K L E - L A S - H O M E L E S S N E S S - C R I S I S - H I S -

S U CC E S S O R -W O N T- H AV E - I T- E A S I E R / )

(https://ronfo D O N AT E  N O W

(HTTPS://RONFORCALIFORNIA.COM/HOLD-GUN-MANUFACTURERS-

ACCOUNTABLE/)

 SIGN MY PETITION TO HOLD GUN MANUFACTURERS ACCOUNTABLE!


Translate »S I G N  U P


D O N AT E


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CAMPAIGN NEWS (HTTPS://RONFORCALIFORNIA.COM/CAMPAIGN-NEWS/)

L.A. CITY COUNCIL SUSPENDS MARK RIDLEY-THOMAS,
CONTROLLER TERMINATES PAY

(HTTPS://RONFORCALIFORNIA.COM/CAMPAIGN-
NEWS/LA-CITY-COUNCIL-SUSPENDS-MARK-RIDLEY-

THOMAS-CONTROLLER-TERMINATES-PAY/)

October 21, 2021

R E A D  M O R E 
 (H T T P S : //R O N F O R C A L I F O R N I A .CO M /C A M PA I G N - N E W S/ L A - C I T Y-
CO U N C I L - S U S P E N D S - M A R K - R I D L E Y-T H O M A S - CO N T R O L L E R -T E R M I N AT E S - PAY/ )

CAMPAIGN NEWS (HTTPS://RONFORCALIFORNIA.COM/CAMPAIGN-NEWS/)

L.A. CONTROLLER GALPERIN TO STOP PAYING RIDLEY-
THOMAS IF SUSPENDED BY CITY COUNCIL

(HTTPS://RONFORCALIFORNIA.COM/CAMPAIGN-
NEWS/LA-CONTROLLER-GALPERIN-TO-STOP-PAYING-
RIDLEY-THOMAS-IF-SUSPENDED-BY-CITY-COUNCIL/)

October 19, 2021

R E A D  M O R E 
 (H T T P S : //R O N F O R C A L I F O R N I A .CO M /C A M PA I G N - N E W S/ L A -
CO N T R O L L E R - G A L P E R I N -T O - S T O P - PAY I N G - R I D L E Y-T H O M A S - I F - S U S P E N D E D -

B Y- C I T Y- CO U N C I L / )

(https://ronfo D O N AT E  N O W

(HTTPS://RONFORCALIFORNIA.COM/HOLD-GUN-MANUFACTURERS-

ACCOUNTABLE/)

 SIGN MY PETITION TO HOLD GUN MANUFACTURERS ACCOUNTABLE!


Translate »S I G N  U P


D O N AT E


















	Exhibits.pdf
	Ex. 1 - Motion to Suspend
	Ex. 2 - Council Vote




